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the despatch of the Government of India, Mr. Montagu's letter
upholding the Viceroy and then the Lt.-Governor of the Punjab,
the refusal to remove officials who made the lives of the Punjabis a
hell during the martial-law period. These acts constitute a complete
series of continuing wrongs against India which if India has any
sense of honour, she must right at the sacrifice of all the material
wealth she possesses. If she does not, she will have bartered her soul
for a mess of pottage."
The Khilafat Committee issued instructions to make ist of August
a complete success, though it had not yet given up hopes of securing
revision of the peace terms. On the other hand hundreds of Muslims
had already started on hijrat. The flight of Muslims was growing
apace. People broke up and left their homes for unknown lands.
The movement of hijrat started in Sind and spread to the North-
West Frontier. Peshawar and other Frontier towns were halting
stations to push off to Afghanistan. Abdul Ghaffar Khan and his
followers joined in the hijrat movement. Many people reached
Afghan territory and some even crossed over to the Soviet Union.
In Kabul, Ghaffar Khan met King Amanullah Khan. They agreed
that it was futile to run away from one's country. So Ghaffar Khan
returned home. During the month of July or August as many as
18,000 people were on hijrat, but they were discouraged by the
Afghan authorities. The eyes of Indian Muslims now turned to their
motherland.
The country was getting intensely worked up, and was prepar-
ing for a fight. In an article entitled "Mr. Montagu on the Khilafat
Agitation" Gandhi wrote:
"Montagu does not like the Khilafat agitation that is gather-
ing force. In answer to questions put in the House of Commons,
he is reported to have said that whilst he acknowledged that I had
rendered distinguished services to the country in the past, he could
not look upon my present attitude with equanimity and that it was
not to be expected that I could now be treated as leniently as I
was during the Rowlatt Act agitation. He added that he had every
confidence in the central and local Governments, that they were
carefully watching the movement and that they had full power to
deal with the situation.
"This statement of Mr. Montagu has been regarded in some
quarters as a*threat. It has even been considered to be a blank